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SUBJ: NATIONAL ASSEMBLY TAKES UP AHMADIYA QUESTION 
REE:ISLAMABAD R6031 

SUMMARY: GOVERNMENT AND OPPOSITION PARTIES AGREED JUNE 
30 TO TAKE UP AHMADIYA CONTROVERSY IN NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
IN SECRET PROCEEDINGS. THIS APPEARS TO HAVE PLACATED 
OPPOSITION LEADERS AND RIGHT-WING CLERGY FOR THE MOMENT 
BUT THEIR CONTINUED PRESSURE BACKED BY CONSIDERABLE 
POPULAR SUPPORT MAY FORCE PRIME MINISTER BHUTTO TO ACCEPT 
BILWPDECLARING AHMADIYAS NON-MUSLIMS AND PROMPT 
TRASNFER AND RETIREMENT OF SELECTED AHMADIYAS NOW SERVING 
IN THE MORE HIGHLY VISIBLE GOVERNMENT POSTS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . LVTH PASSAGE OF BUDGET AND RETURN OE BHUTTO FROM 
DACCA, NATIONAL ASSEMBLY MET JUNE 30 TO GRAPPLE WITH 
PROBLEM OF AHMADIYA MINORITY SECT THAT HAS BEEN DISTURB- 
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ING COUNTRY SINCE RABWAH INCIDENT (REETEL). GOP HAS BREN 
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EMBARRASSED AND WORRIED OVER THIS SECTARIAN OUTBURST, 

WHILE OPPOSITION LEADERS AND RIGHT-WING CLERGY HAVE BEEN 
EXPLOITING IT TO THE HILT ALOCXT GOVERNMENT. 

2. AT JUNE 30 SESSION GOVERNMENT AND OPPOSITION PARTIES 
AGREED ON GOVERNMENT PROPOSAL TO ADJOURN ASSEMBLY UNTIL 
JULY 15, TURNING HOUSE INTO A COMMITTEE OE THE WHOLE WITH 
SPEAKER AS CHAIRMAN. COMMITTEE EMPOWERED TO DISCUSS 
QUESTION OE "STATUS IN ISLAM OE PERSONS WHO DO NOT BELIEVE 
IN THE FINALITY OF THE PROPHETHOOD OF MOHAMMED", TO 
CONSIDER SUGGESTIONS EROM MEMBERS, AND TO HEAR WITNESSES, 

PERUSE DOCUMENTS AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS. COMMITTEE 
MEETINGS WOULD BE IN CAMERA WITH OEFICIAL EXCERPTS OP 
PROCEEDINGS RELEASED DAILY AND PENALTIES POR MEMBERS 
LEAKING ANY PURTHER INPO. LAW MINISTER PIRZADA EXPRESSED 
HOPE THAT THIS ASSEMBLY ACTION WOULD END POPULAR AGITATION 
OVER AHMADIYA ISSUE AND WOULD REPUTE ACCUSATIONS THAT 
BHUTTO GOVERNMENT WAS SEEKING WAYS TO COMMIT CONTROVERSY 
TO COLD STORAGE. 

3. ALTHOUGH SUPPORTING GOVERNMENT MOVE, OPPOSITION IN 
UNUSUAL DISPLAY OF UNITY INSISTED ON PROPOSING ANOTHER 
MOTION DECLARING FOLLOWERS OP AHMADIYA POUNDER 
MIRZA GHULAM AHMAD TO BE "OUTSIDE THE PALE OF ISGVF", 

TREACHEROUS AND IMPERIALIST TOOLS SUBVERSIVE OP ISLAM, 

AND CALLING POR CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS AND LEGISLATION 
DECLARING THEM NON-MUSLIM MINORITY WICGYN HOWEVSC, APPROPRIATE 
SAFEGUARDS POR THEIR "LEGITIMATE RIG XS AND INTERESTS". 

THIS MOTION WAS REPERRED TO COMMITTEE. 

4. EARLY INDICATIONS ARE THAT GOVERNEMENT'S MOVE IN TURNING 
ISSUE OVER TO ASSEMBLY IN THIS MANNER HAS BEEN ACCEPTED 

AS SUFPICIENT BY BULK OP ANTI-AHMADIYA LEADERS AND THAT 
THEY WILL GIVE REGIME PEW WEEKS OP GRACE BEFORE WHIPPING 
UP PURTHER MAJOR AGITATION. THIS MAY NOT PREVENT ADDITIONAL 
MINOR OUTBREADS BUT HOPEPULLY WILL DISCOURAGE ANY SERIOUS 
DISORDERS. 

5. COMMENT: SEEMS CLEAR THAT BHUTTO REGIME HAD HOPED TO 
RIDE OUT THE STORM OP SECTARIAM CONTROVERSY WITTTT TAKING 
LIMITED OPPICIAL USE 

LIMITED OPPICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 ISLAMA 06339 02I245Z 

PORMAL ACTION AGAINST AHMADIYAS. HOWEVER, CONTINUING 
ANTI-AHMADIYA AGITATION AND DEMONSTRATIONS LED BY 
RELIGIOUS LEADERS, STUDENTS AND POLITICIANS HAVE SUC- 
CEEDED IN STIRRING UP POPULAR EMOTIONS TO POINT WHERE THIS 
NO LONGER SEEMS POSSIBLE. THUS BHUTTO MAY HAVE TO BOW TO 
PRESSURE AND PERMIT NATIONAL ASSEMBLY TO DECLARE AHMADIYAS 
NON-MUSLIMS. 
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6. THIS MIGHT WELL BE EOLLOWED BY FURTHER PRESSURE FROM 
TRIUMPHANT ANTI-AHMADIYAS TO PURGE GOVERNMENT SERVANTS 
WHO ARE BY BELIEF OR FAMILY TIES AHMADIYAS, WHICH WOULD 
CREATE ADDITIONAL DIFFICULTIES FOR REGIME. LIKELY THAT 
BHUTTO WOULD TRY TO MEET IT BY SELECTIVE TRANSFERS AND 
RETIREMENTS OF AHMADIYAS IN HIGHLY VISIBLE AND GOVERNMENT 
POSTS, PROCESS WHICH SOME SAY HAS ALREADY STARTED. 
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